[image: image1.emf]


The Planet Parade
by Jane Foster Thornton
Cast:    Mercury         Venus         Earth         Mars         Jupiter         Saturn         
             Uranus            Neptune     Pluto
    Sun
  Star
            Cloud           
             Moon
      Gravity       Comet       Announcer             (16 characters)                                            
******************************************************************
Setting: A bare stage (or decorate as you wish)
At Rise:  Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, Pluto, and the rest of the characters are lined up at rear of stage, backs to audience. Each holds a ball that shows the size of the planet he/she stands for.

Announcer:  Good morning and welcome!



  The name of our play is the Planet Parade,



  We’re acting it out, it’s not a charade.
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  Sit back, relax, and enjoy the show,



  We have a lot to let you know!

(Sun, bouncing a huge yellow ball, enters)

Sun:
Hello! Hello! I am the Sun!


Today we’ll have a lot of fun!


But first, here is my family—


Nine planets, as you all can see.

(Planets turn around, come toward the audience and line up behind the Sun. They sing “You Are My Sunshine.” When they finish, the Sun bows to them.)

All:  
You are my sunshine, my only sunshine,


You make me happy, when skies are gray.
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You’ll never know, dear, how much I love you.


So please don’t take, my sunshine away.

Sun: 
Thank you all. I love you, too.


But now we have some work to do.


Take your places, one by one,


Orbiting around the Sun.
Mercury:
I’m the closet. Look at me! 


I am little Mercury!



(Starts circling around Sun)

Venus:
I am Venus. I’m not far.
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I’m sometimes called the Evening Star.



(Circles around Mercury and Sun)

Earth:
My name is Earth. I’m blue and green.



With hills and mountains in between.



(Circles around other planets and Sun)

Mars:
Make way for Mars! I’m fourth in line. 


Round and round—I’m doing fine.



(Circles)
Jupiter:
Here comes Jupiter. Look, you all!



I’m so big and you’re so small.



(Circles)

Saturn:
Next comes Saturn. See my rings?



They’re really quite amazing things.



(Circles)

Uranus:
I’m Uranus. I spin on my side.



I’m much too big to try to hide.



(Circles)
Neptune:
Neptune’s next. I’m cold as ice. 
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But way out here in space, it’s nice!



(Circles)

Pluto:
I am Pluto. Though I’m small,



I’m the farthest out of all.



(Circles)

Star:

I am a star. I twinkle and shine.



A fiery ball of gases, and the glow is all mine.



(Swooshes to opposite side of stage)

Sun:

Good for you! You’re doing fine.



But now, here’s an idea of mine.
(Planets stop circling to listen)

Sun:

I’ll decide who is best,



The planet who outshines the rest.
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Venus:
I’m the brightest one above,



Named for Venus, Queen of Love.



I dazzle everybody’s eyes,



Surely I should win the prize!

(Mercury pushes Venus away)

Mercury:
I’m not the youngest or the oldest.



Nor the smallest, hottest, coldest.



But I’m the fastest. Can’t you see?


You should give the prize to me?

(Uranus elbows Mercury out of the way)

Uranus:
I’m the seventh from the sun.



I’ve many moons, not just one.



I used to be King George’s Star.
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I’m much better than you are!

(Jupiter pulls Uranus away)

Jupiter:
I’m so big that all you there



Could fit inside with room to spare.

(Mars takes Jupiter’s place)

Mars: 
It isn’t only moons or size



That settles who should win the prize.



Mysterious Mars, whose glow is red



Should surely be the one instead!

(Neptune pushes Mars aside)

Neptune:
My year has sixty thousand days.



I can not feel the Sun’s warm rays.



I’m so cold I’m turning blue,



So I should win the prize, not you!

(Pluto edges out Neptune)
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You think you’re cold—

Why you’re no hero!

I’m four hundred degrees below zero!



And since I’m farthest from the Sun,



I think I should be the one.

(Saturn bumps out Pluto)


Saturn:
Who cares if you’re four hundred degrees below zero.


I don’t think that you’re a hero.



I have many moons and dazzling rings,



I’m the best of all these things.

(Star shoos Saturn out of the way)

Star:

Though I’m not a planet, I’m important to you.



You appear to shine because of what I do!

(Moon steps in front of Star)

Moon:
I am the Earth’s companion.
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There is only one of me.



To go around the Earth



Takes 27 days, you see!

(Comet pushes Moon away)

Comet:
I am made of ice and rock,


With a long tail of light.



I rush toward the sun,



You can see me at night!

(Gravity pulls Comet out of the way)

Gravity:
My strength on Earth is so great,


I keep everything on the ground.



But on other planets,



I just can’t be found!
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(Cloud flicks Gravity away)

Cloud:
Cirrus, cumulus, and stratus, too.



I’m not up as far as some stars,



But I’m in the sky, too.

Sun:

You all are special, that is true.



But Earth, we haven’t heard from you.

Earth:
There really isn’t much to say.


Day follows night, night follows day.



I’m not too new, I’m not too old.



I’m not too hot, I’m not too cold.



I have one moon, not two or three.



But one is quite enough for me.

Sun:

Can’t you tell us something more,



That we haven’t heard before?
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Earth:
I have trees, and grass, and sky,



Animals, and birds that fly.



Flowers growing on the ground,



And people—people all around!

All:

People? People, did you say?



People? People? What are they?

Earth:
Earthlings, you would say,


Live and grow and work and play.



They climb my trees and breathe my air.



They live here and they live there.

(Earth points to different parts of him/herself)

Earth:
We work together, big and small.



To make our world the best of all.

Sun:

All my planet family.



Are very, very dear to me.



But I will give the prize this minute,


To Earth and all the people in it!

(Sun hangs large golden sun-shaped medal around the neck of Earth and planets clap for Earth)

Sun:

Now back to work—around you go.



Mercury, Venus, don’t be slow.

[image: image12.wmf](As Sun calls their names, planets go back to rotating around the Sun)

Sun:

Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, too,



Uranus, Neptune, follow you.



Last comes Pluto from afar—



All circle ‘round the Sun, your star!

(When all planets have been called, stop rotating, join hands across stage and sing, “You Are My Sunshine”, inviting the audience to join in)

All:

You are my sunshine, my only sunshine.



You make me happy, when skies are gray.



You’ll never know, dear, how much I love you.



So please don’t take my sunshine away.

Announcer:

Our play is over and done, you see.




We hope you enjoyed it as much as we.




We tried to teach you a little bit,




About our universe and the planets in it.
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