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7. Ideally, you should list habitats and organisms 
that are found in your area.

Procedure
Part One
1. While the students are out of the room at recess 

or another break, make the classroom change 
previously decided upon (see Management).

2. When students return to the room and notice 
the change, have them discuss what impact the 
change has or might have on them.

3. Introduce the Key Vocabulary: organism, habitat, 
beneficial, and harmful. Explain that in this activity 
the students are playing the part of organisms and 
the classroom is the habitat.

4. Ask the first Key Question and state the Learning 
Goals.

5. Discuss whether students felt the classroom 
change was beneficial, harmful, or neither.

6. Distribute the first student sheet. Have students 
brainstorm other changes that could be made 
to the classroom “habitat” and classify these 
changes as beneficial, harmful, or neither. Have 
students list the changes under the appropriate 
headings on the student sheet.

Part Two
1. Ask students to think of some natural habitats 

(e.g., woods, ponds, meadows, etc.) that they 
might find in the local area. List these habitats on 
the board.

2. Have students brainstorm changes (fires, floods, 
roads being built, dams being constructed, 
droughts, etc.) that might occur in each of these 
habitats and list them on the board.

3. Discuss the various organisms—both plants and 
animals—that might live in the brainstormed 
habitats and list them on the board.

4. Distribute the second student sheet.
5. Have students select one habitat and one change 

to that habitat.
6. Ask the second Key Question.
7. Have students fill in the information on the sheet 

regarding that habitat.
8. Close with a discussion of the impact changes 

have on habitats and the organisms living there.

Discussion
Part One
1. How did the change the teacher made in the 

classroom affect you?
2. Was this change beneficial, harmful, or neither?
3. What are some other changes that can be made 

to your classroom habitat? [Various answers. 
For example: turn the chairs around, turn off the 
lights, bring in padded chairs, turn off the heater 
or air conditioner, etc.]

4. Which of these changes were beneficial? …harmful? 
…neither? 

Part Two
1. What are some natural habitats? [woods, 

forests, lakes, ponds, rivers, swamps, meadows, 
grasslands, etc.]

2. What are some organisms that live in these 
habitats?

3. What are some changes that might occur in these 
habitats? [fires, floods, impact of severe weather, 
drought, road construction, building of a dam, 
housing projects going in, etc.]

4. What impact might these changes have on the 
organisms in the habitat? [cause animals to leave 
the area, destroy some plant life, help some types 
of plants flourish, have different animals move 
into the area, etc.]

5. Which of these changes are beneficial? Which are 
harmful? Which are neither?

6. Which of these changes are caused by nature? 
Which are caused by humans? 

7. The human changes, like building dams, roads, 
or houses, are examples of technology. How is 
this technology helpful to the organisms in the 
habitat? [Various answers. For example, dams 
would prevent flooding and thus help the plants 
and animals in the habitat.]

8. How is technology harmful to the habitat? [Various 
answers. For example, roads built through a 
habitat would expose animals to the danger of 
being hit by cars.]

9. What are you wondering now?

Extensions
1. Have students draw before and after pictures for 

their habitats.
2. Let students research natural habitats and the 

organisms living there.
3. Invite local experts to share their knowledge of 

local organisms and habitats.
4. Take a field trip to a nearby habitat and observe 

the organisms living there.








